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Fomosa's SRT 550
Centre Cab Classic
is a new concept
from the trusted
Queensland plate
alloy manufacturer.

The SAT 550 Centre Cab
Classicis a smart looking
mid size fishing bost.
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armasas SET 550 Cenres Cab Clasic iz a

ek head ourner thar exudes a sense of class

usually reserved foc larger and more expensive
vess=ls, However, dan't be deceived berause this is
a boat that’s 5.7 m in length (induding the bow
raller), and ic has nor been desiprisd asan
indestructible beavy-weather tank, bur chen whar
5.7 m boat is.

Farmosa is an established plate boat
manufacturer who up wneil this year produced a
wide range of boats with an array of cptions,
which was great, but 1 sxpect confusing to some
prospective purchasers. 5o, in ooder o sreamline
the experience, Formosa has fused the popular 5=a
Fed ranpe (and the cptions availabls) wich the
established Tomahawl: rangs to come up with ons
range, the SET.

The SET 530 Ceanre Cab Classic is a boat that
has been designed for szabiliny chrough a moderacs
deadrize, reverse chines and the Quad 4 water
ballast cprion (as per the cest baat).

Whilst deadrise angles are quotsd in mas
boar specs, [ doot chink thar every prospective
owner understands ramificatiors of one angle
over another, ar what deadrise means. In short,

i bone-jarring in swell or chop. Thersfare, the
i choice of deadrise is abways a compromise

between comfare and stability:

The maderate deadrise (19" in the Formasa
520 haz been chazen for comfbort nnimhiJi.t}f
in calm to moderare conditions — which is
exacthy whar most boar cwners require fora
fishing or family trip cn the water, You'll have
to slow down in wilder water, but che ride will
be ok when you do. Whilst oot suited For
ulera-shallow flacs, che boat will easily floacin
knee-desp water.

Staki licyar resc is furcher enhanced by che
addition of the Quad 4 aption that consises of four
r=ctanpular (50x 150 mm) channels nanning fram

the trarsom forward to the cabin char fill wich

: warer once the beat comes o rest. The addidonal
¢ weight of water “in” the hull (with the weight ofan |
¢ average aduls), pulls che bull deeper in che warer
o reduce side o side bullrock. Aciwularholear |
i drain as the hull rises abowe the water just prior to I
. planning, refillicg anly when the boar stops.

The 150 mm wide reverzs chines sxtruded

: into the hull further wide in at st stabilicy

"I really liked the fully welded side decks, which are

not always a given, and the raised foot pegs below
the two pedestal seats that provide an anchor point

the deadrise is the angle berween a horizoomal
plane (say the surface of the water) and the rise of
the hull sarface above the water. Dieadrise isan
important determiner on holl stability and che
softness of ride in messy water. As deadriss

through the water as opposed o slapping across
the surface. When they do bounce into the air,
boars with grearer deadrise have a softer [less
violent) re-entry, meaning the ride is dryer and
mare camifortable in swell or wind-generarsd
chop. The downside of greater deadrise is the loss
aof lateral stability (sideways cocking) at res ie.
it's harder to stand wp withour falling cver. Boats
with minimal deadrise, sit on top of the water

but whils stable ar rest are tarribhy wet and

SPEGIHGATIONS

_OVERALLLENGTH:5.0m
BEAM:2.45m
DEADRISE: 18 degree
WEIGHT (boat cnly & 820k
MAX HP; 150
MAX PEOPLE: 5

buc also decrease displacement, snabling the
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Fuel comsumption =ach rime planning speed is

i reached. The combination of reverse chines
i and custom cambered strakes enhance
angles increase, so does the ability of a hullto cut | handling increasing traction, beeaking water
¢ surface tension and minimising ssration

- Which also improves prop and sonar

i electronic performance

The 550 5BT s hull and side pu.nsz are

constructed using 4 mm Marine Grade= 5052

¢ plate with a dry hull-only weight of 820 kg, The
¢ high incernal fresboard @60 mm) provides

. anglers with support and increased safery for

: small children and the 150 L below floar fusl
and are thersfore ideal in extremely shallow seuff, tank resules in an approcimate range of 300 km
i with the motor fiteed oo che vessel teseed i =

¢ Suruki 150 HF Lean Burn 4-stroke, which at
§3000-4000 rpm rans at 2kmi L. Whils che

i boat tested was black in colour jnot ideal in my

cpinion i.e. they pet hot and small amounts of
road dust maks them appear dircy), chers are
many colour options @vailable, sven twin-colour
choices. The “stickering” of thess boats is ficst
class, which is exacely what is required.

[ really lileed che fally welded side decks,
which are not always a given, and the raised Foot
peg= below the owo pedestal s=ars chat provide an

¢ anchor peint in bumpy conditions. The kill rank

| and the boit bossdfbait mak combo weoe

winners as was the trarsom dear and Folding
stepe. providing access for divers and swimmers
alike. The windscresn and clear vimd cover
affered protection from the elements witha clear
180" forward view. In calm conditions the wioy
can be unzipped and by standing up the
koweslung windscreen allows bull view above the
oresn 'll'hmm.nd.ing.

0o flat warer che top speed was in excess of 37
knots. Tt rode well and showed “seiclabilin”
during tipht tures. 1o swell the 550 perfarmed
well, although it did e=nd o ride over swell as
appased o push through it. That said, the
combined weight of the outhoard and hull
resulisd in minimal warer-slap, cramslating toa

i comfortable ocean ride in frisnd b conditions at
i moderate speed.

The boat we tested was supplied by the Marth
Coast Boating Centre who bad fitted a 150 HP
Sumlei Lean Burn 4-Strale Outboard with
Sumki Digital Gauge, Dunbier Twin AxleTrailer
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Formiosa's SET 550 Centre Cab Classic s a
classy and comfortable fishing § family vessal
that is ideal for the conditions chat mas of us
head to s=a in. With its well-considersd Ly,
theres plenty of room for 2-3 serious anglers oo
For a larper family our For a dav's fun on the
water. The onlyr addirian ['d males is w0 take
advantape of the Formasa's Tow- Catch optian to
make |cading sasier for che one-up angler.
Anccher positive is the “Build Your Crwo®
feanare oo the Formosa website that allows you
to quickly configure your ideal package and ger a
quots from rour local dealer.

The price is sconomical, and the vessd is
within the capabilities of dual cab utes and larger
AW Dr's. The packape tested as provided by the
HMorth Coast Boating Centre comes in (with
some optional extras and a dual axle Dunbise
Tﬂ.iler:l comes io ac §59, 990 with che 150 HP
Surulei 4-Srroke ar $54, 000 with 140 HP
Suzuli 4-Srroke.

LEFT: The 160hp Suzuki
prwersthe Camre Cab
with ease, plus of fer
pood fual eoanomy.

BELOW:Th= 650 can
betowed with a an
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