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The Formosa Tomahawk 580 
Territory was designed for strength, 

seaworthiness, comfort and most 
definitely internal space to move 
around. Coupled with the Suzuki 

DF200A four-cylinder engine, it is 
definitely a class act.

Recently, I purchased a 580 Formosa 
Tomahawk Territory featuring the new 
V2 hull design. As a previous Formosa 
owner of four years, it was no problem 

for me to stay with this make, especially after 
hearing about the new design improvements 
launched in 2016.

The V2 hull is the latest advancement in Formosa 
hull design and offers enhanced performance 
and strength. According to Formosa, the V2 has 
a sharper, more-defined dead rise (18.5 degrees), 
greater trim range, a softer ride and a quicker 
response out of the hole; plus profile adjustments 
have resulted in a reduction in hull drag.

Formosa has also increased floor rigidity using 
an underfloor cell design which gives it even 
greater structural reinforcement. Extra side pockets 
have also been added to increase storage. While 
an increase to the dead rise of a boat usually 
results in compromises to other areas of a boat’s 
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NEW FORMOSA 580     Territory 
  ‘Akame’ (Japanese for ‘red        eye’)

The ride was smooth without 
any excessive jarring or 
pounding experienced  
through the hull.

The Formosa’s 18.5 
degree dead-rise 
hull cuts through the 
water effortlessly, 
deflecting spray 
away from the boat.

LEFT: Akame lived 
up to its name in the 
2016 Barra Nationals 
held on the Daly River. 
Andrew Maher was 
aboard to catch this 
stonker 110cm barra.

The author’s Formosa Territory 580 is a real eye-
opener on the water, and belts along with the 

Suzuki DF200A.
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performance, Formosa claims its new V2 hull 
will see no change to beam width, no effect to 
stability and will still allow for a true self-draining 
deck with scuppers. The V2 hull also features a 
new one-piece aluminium bow roller that comes 
welded to the hull.

After a recent trip to the Vernon Islands 
about 30km north of Darwin, I can attest to the 
improvements in this hull. There is often a nasty, 
sloppy sea around the Vernons as so much current 
funnels through this area between Gunn Point on 
the mainland and Melville Island to the north. Add 
a bit of wind and conditions can become ordinary 
very quickly. The new hull handled these conditions 
with ease and was a pleasure to fish out of with 
so much floor room available around the rear-
positioned, custom-built centre console. An extra-
large casting deck also allows plenty of room to fish 
from and stowage area beneath it. The hull also 
performs well when the motor is fully trimmed out. 
I could still throw the hull into tight turns at speed 
with the deep vee digging in, whipping around and 
not experiencing any cavitation at all.

This hull is designed to take on the blue water 
and it was a pleasure to drive at speed through such 
conditions. Wind chop and swell were of little concern 
as the deep vee cut through the sea in relative comfort. 
The ride was smooth without any excessive jarring or 
pounding experienced through the hull. It is an open 
design and with a strong cross wind we did experience 
a little spray across the bow, but still remained relatively 
dry which is testament to a well-designed hull.

With an overall length of 6m, a beam of 2.45m 
and featuring 4mm sides and bottoms with a reverse 
chine hull, this boat is also drier than its predecessor.

I could not be happier with the performance of 
the V2 hull powered by the new generation Suzuki 
DF200A four-cylinder motor. The greater fuel 
economy is due to the Suzuki lean burn control system. 
In fact, the new DF200A outboard motor is up to 
19% more fuel efficient than the previous model. 

It is an incredibly powerful engine and much lighter 
than its six cylinder predecessor. It weighs 231kg for 
the extra-long shaft model which is about 30kg lighter. 
It also boasts considerably more power featuring a two 
stage gear reduction which enables the outboard to 

spin a large diameter prop at a higher pitch resulting 
in quicker acceleration and greater top end speed. The 
gear ratio is up to 2.59:1 which reduces the cruise 
speed and allowing for greater fuel efficiency.

The new motor not only has greater reliability 
and performance, but amazing fuel economy and 
pushes the large 6m plate hull out of the hole 
onto the plane quickly. Fuel economy figures were 
recorded at the following speeds:

RPM Speed (km/h)  Fuel economy (km/l)
3000  32  2.4
4000  50  2
5000  62  1.8
6000  78  1.1

I have had several extras fitted to my boat, 
including a large kill tank, fully-welded rod locker 
on the port side which stores up to 10 rods, a 
fully-welded casting deck with enough room for a 
110L esky or my 80L Engel fridge/freezer, a 220L 
fuel tank and LED spotlights. When cruising at 
a speed of around 50kph, this boat should have 
a range of at least 400km which is useful when 
fishing remote parts of the Territory coastline.

There is also extra storage provided at the rear 
of the boat, and I had the boat fitted with an 80lb 
Minn Kota electric motor and a Garmin 7410XSV. 
The latter is fitted with an extra transducer 
delivering the incredible Panoptix down live view. 

SPECIFICATIONS
LOA:   6m
Beam:   2.45m
Bottom:  4mm plate
Sides:   4mm plate
Hull weight:  730kg
People:   7
Fuel tank:  220L
Max HP:  200hp
Starting price on trailer:  $68,900

Quality Marine
10 Farrell Crescent
Winnellie NT 0820
Phone: 08 89472066
Email: sales@qualitymarine.com.au

In fact, the new DF200A outboard  
motor is up to 19% more fuel efficient 

than the previous model.

The quality of workmanship  
is evident in the Fastback Transom.

Plenty of storage space up the front – that’s a 110L ice 
box under the imposing, fully-welded casting deck.

The custom-built centre-console facilitates plenty of 
room around the sides. Note the rod locker on the 
port side which holds 10 outfits.

Head for the 
mangroves in the 
distance and chuck lures 
for barra, or blast offshore for 
some serious sportfishing… the 
Formosa Tomahawk 580 Territory is a 
practical, versatile rig.


